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Richmond, Virginia

To Kevin Koob, On-Scene Coordinator
U.S. EPA, Region III

As requested, ATSDR technical staff and I have reviewed the Nelson Electric
Company data package submitted on April 25, 1989. The package contained
the following Information:

- Site background/history
- EPA sampling data (on site drums, transformers, soils)
- QA/QC

Site location map, site sketch
TSCA Inspection reports

, - Photographs

Additional information was obtained (verbally) from EPA representative,
Gerard Crutchley, who had performed two Inspections at this active facility,

Environmental pathways of exposure from this site include direct contact
with PCB-contamlnated soil or transformer oil, and inhalation of P'CB-
contamlnated fugitive dust,

Sampling of stained soil in the drum/transformer staging area revealed
PCS contamination from 18 to 106 mg/kg (ppm). Soil concentrations of PCS
In this range in an Industrial area are believed not to pose a significant
health threat to either the employees or the public.

Random drum and transformer sampling results displayed PCS concentrations
from 13 to 21 ppm and 7 to 1,173 ppm, respectively. Sixteen oil storage
drums were labelled with PCB concentrations from 124 to 866,433 ppm,
Employees of the Nelson Electric facility should be properly attired
(dermal and respiratory protection) before handling this material.

The facility property is fenced on one side, All drum and transfer
storage areas^should be properly secured to prevent public access and
possible exposure.

Mr. Crutchley reported that no streams or creeks are in the vicinity of
the site and that no erosion from surface water runoff is apparent. The
Ite Is bordered by industrial facilities. The nearest residence Is

'approximately 250 yards east of the facility. No off-site sampling was
conducted.



o
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

From the information provided, ATSDR believes that no significant
health threat exists from exposure to the contaminated soil. How-
ever, facility employees should avoid exposure to PCB-contamlnated
oil by wearing appropriate skin and respiratory protection, Employees
should change fron street clothes to protective clothing through a
clean room with shower facilities. The area wnere PCB waste handling
and storage occur should nave restricted access. There should be
neither eating nor smoking In the area where PCB waste handling and
storage occurs. The employee breaK area should be In a location
away from tne waste handling area, Everyone using the break area
should complete decontamination before entering, Tne facility
shoula comply with appropriate RCRA requirements as a PCB handling/
storage/treatment facility.

The local water supply authority should be contacted to ensure tnat
the surrounding businesses and residences are on a municipal water
supply.

ATSDR suggests some sampling, both on- and off-site, downgradlent
of the drum/transforner staging area.'

help determine if historic burning practices may have generated
significant quantities of these compounds.
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